
Email about postponement until April 2021 

Dear Families, 

As you know, the Music Department Florida trip has been postponed until April 21-25, 

2021, per the email from Brightspark Travel Company last week.  We are very fortunate 

that Brightspark was able to offer us the refund package they negotiated with their 

affiliates for our benefit. In looking at other canceled school trips on account of the 

Coronavirus, Brightspark has been able to offer us much more than most travel 

companies we’ve researched.   

Our hearts go out to the seniors and parents of seniors who will be missing this 

opportunity due to this horrible COVID-19 world-wide crisis and we are sorry that this is 

the reality that you are facing.  We know that many of you have worked jobs, saved, 

did fundraisers, and dreamed of this tradition of the music department Disney Trip for 

years and we are so sorry that you have had to endure so many disappointments this 

second half of your senior year.  You have our heartfelt sorrow and deep regret that we 

will be missing this experience with you. The Music Department is working together to 

try to plan a summer concert series to give us the opportunity to showcase all the work 

we’ve put in this winter/spring for our spring concerts and to have a special 

engagement to honor our seniors.  Stay tuned for more information about that. 

Brightspark has developed a contingency plan to get refunds to anyone who needs to 

withdraw from the trip at this point.  They worked with their affiliates to come up with a 

refund program and will communicate that plan with each family that withdraws.  Any 

questions about refunds should be directed to Brightspark at 

ksummers@brightsparktravel.com.   

In the best interest of the safety and security of the students, Brightspark and NYCSD 

worked together during the constantly changing advice and direction from world health 

organizations and mandates from government officials over the last 3 weeks to decide 

on the best course of action for this educational trip.  

If you are still planning to attend the 2021 trip, there is nothing you need to do at this 

time.   

A few questions have come up that we can answer:  

1. Are this year’s seniors permitted to go next year?  - No, the school district cannot 

allow this due to liability laws. 

2. Do I need to be in an ensemble next year in order to participate even if I already 

signed up this year? – Yes, all students attending the trip need to be enrolled in 

a music ensemble for the 2020-2021 school year. 
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3. Can I add the trip insurance for the rescheduled trip? – Yes, Brightspark will give 

us a window to allow current participants and new participants to purchase trip 

insurance (the RGP program) 

4. Can I sign up for the trip next year if I couldn’t go this year? – Yes, more 

information about that to come soon along with a payment schedule. 

5. Can I withdraw from the trip now and then sign up again next year?  - Yes, 

however your spot is not guaranteed.  The trip will fill on a first come, first 

served basis. 

We are hopeful that many will plan to attend the trip next year and that our world will 

be in a better place.  

In Partnership, 

Northern High School Music Directors and The Northern Music Boosters 

   


